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The FORESTT International Conference is a major international scientific event organized by the 
French research programme on forest resilience (FORESTT) coordinated by the French National Re-
search Institute for Agriculture, Food and Environment (INRAE), under the auspices of research groups 
and task forces of the International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO), in conjunction 
with several national and international research initiatives (the One Forest Vision initiative, the Fu-
ture Forests Cluster of Excellence, several European projects, etc.).

This conference will take place at the Robert Schuman Congress Center in Metz, France, from Octo-
ber 5 to 7, 2027 (https://forestt-international-conference.colloque.inrae.fr/).

Entitled “FORESTs and Global Environmental Changes: Social-Ecological Systems in Transition”, it 
will provide a major forum for presenting recent advances and future directions in research on the 
resilience of social-ecological forest systems in the context of global change. Featuring plenary lec-
tures, poster sessions and 32 thematic symposia, the conference will bring together 1,000 and 1,200 
participants from around the world, including established scientists, early-career researchers and 
PhD candidates, as well as professionals from the forest and wood sector. It will provide an excellent 
opportunity to exchange knowledge on the latest scientific advances and research findings, discuss 
their practical applications, and strengthen collaborations around this topic of international impor-
tance.

Beyond the scientific programme, the congress also aims to engage the cities of Metz and Nancy, 
and the surrounding region, through various outreach activities targeting the general public (public 
lectures, science cafés, photography and Art & Science exhibitions, round tables and debates on fo-
rest resilience, etc.) as well as school students (educational activities in classrooms and laboratories).

The event will offer valuable opportunities to strengthen connections between the scientific com-
munities participating in the conference and wood and forest stakeholders, private companies en-
gaged in forest-related challenges, and academic publishers. Through exhibition stands showcasing 
innovative initiatives, expertise, solutions, and opportunities, as well as other collaborative formats, 
the conference will foster meaningful exchanges and partnerships of mutual interest.

We look forward to welcoming you in Metz in October 2027.

Christophe Plomion & Arnaud Sergent (FORESTT Scientific directors)

https://forestt-international-conference.colloque.inrae.fr/
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A local Organizing Commitee composed of 13 members (co-chaired by Fanny Gascuel / Alexia Link 
and Christophe Plomion) has been meeting monthly since December 2025. It brings together French 
researchers, faculty members, project and programme managers, and PhD students from the FO-
RESTT research programme, the University of Lorraine, and research laboratories located in Metz 
and Nancy, as well as representatives of international initiatives based in France that are closely in-
volved in the conference organization.

Fanny Gascuel & Alexia Link
(Program managers PEPR FORESTT, INRAE) 

Christophe Plomion
(Research director, Director of BIOGECO Research unit, Co-director of PEPR FORESTT, INRAE)

Arnaud Sergent
(Researcher, Co-director of PEPR FORESTT, INRAE)

Erwan Le Gac
(Communications officer PEPR FORESTT, INRAE)

Camille Lamy
(Communications officer PEPR FORESTT, INRAE)

Killian Baué
(PhD student in Nancy, INRAE)

Jérémie Bel
(Project manager for the I-SITE Initiative d’Excellence Lorraine, IMPACT EPHemeris and the ARTE-

MIS interdisciplinary program, Lorraine University)

Jean-Hugues Bastin
(Science Outreach Officer, Lorraine University)

Chloé Barthalon
(Project manager NUM-DATA project / PEPR FORESTT, Cirad)

Tiphaine Degoutte
(Deputy coordinator One Forest Vision initiative, IRD)

Camille Lacroux
(Deputy coordinator One Forest Vision initiative, INRAE)

Michael Danger
(Professor LIEC, Lorraine University) 

https://forestt-international-conference.colloque.inrae.fr/organizers2
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An international Scientific Commitee made up of 13 people (heads Christophe Plomion & Arnaud 
Sergent) meets regularly since February 2026. It brings together colleagues representing different re-
search organizations and initiatives most involved in the organization of the conference : the French 
research program on forest resilience FORESTT, the International Union of Forest Research Organi-
zations (IUFRO), the One Forest Vision initiative (OFVi), the Future Forests Cluster of excellence, the 
TriNational ForestLAb, Lorraine University and the ARTEMIS regional program.

Dr. Christophe Plomion
(Research director, Director of BIOGECO Research unit, Co-director of PEPR FORESTT, INRAE)

Dr. Arnaud Sergent
(Researcher, Co-director of PEPR FORESTT, INRAE)

Dr. Alexia Stokes
(Researcher, Deputy director of AMAP Research unit, Deputy coordinator IUFRO Division 8 on Fo-

rest environment, INRAE)

Dr. Santiago C. González Martínez
(Research Director, Coordinator of EVOLTREE, Deputy-coordinator IUFRO Division 2 on Physiology 

& Genetics, Coordinator of the OPTFORESTS Horizon Europe Project, INRAE)

Dr. Catherine Bastien
(Research director, President of the scientific committee of PEPR FORESTT, INRAE)

Pr. Marc Hanewinkel
(Professor, Head of the Chair of Forestry Economics and Forest Planning, Co-speaker Future Forests 

Cluster of Excellence, Freiburg University)

Dr. Regine Maier
(WSL/ETH, Coordinator of the TriNational ForestLAb)

Dr. Florence Palla
(Technical unit coordinator OFAC-CE Project, Support to the Central African Forest Observatory 

– OFAC, Expert at FRM Ingénierie, President of the scientific committee of One Forest Vision initia-
tive – OFVi, Forêt Ressources Management – FRM)

Dr. Dorris Mutta
(Senior program officer, African Forest Forum, Deputy Coordinator IUFRO Division 9 on Forest Poli-

cy & Economics)

Dr. Stéphane Uroz
(Research director, Director of ARTEMIS Interdisciplinary Program, INRAE)

Dr. Michael Danger
(Professor, LIEC, Lorraine University)

Dr. Fanny Gascuel & Alexia Link
(Program managers PEPR FORESTT, INRAE)

https://forestt-international-conference.colloque.inrae.fr/scientific-committee
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The congress will begin on Monday, October 4th, with city tours and field trips for conference par-
ticipants (1-hour, half-day, or full-day excursions, focused on discovering natural and/or cultural heri-
tage), as well as a meeting dedicated to the mentoring programme, aimed at strengthening interge-
nerational exchange and professional development in the field of forest sciences (for those enrolled 
in the programme) and a welcome reception.

The following three days (Tuesday, October 5th to Thursday, October 7th) will be devoted to scien-
tific exchanges in a traditional format: plenary presentations will be held each morning featuring 
internationally renowned scientists, followed by 32 thematic symposia across 11 parallel sessions, 
where participants can present and discuss their work orally. In total, we expect between 300 and 
400 oral presentations.

Other highlights of these three days of the scientific congress include:
•	 The first day will begin with an opening ceremony, featuring representatives from the organizing 

bodies and main funders.
•	 Four poster sessions are scheduled in the afternoons (mid-afternoon and evening), with half of 

the posters presented on the first day and the other half on the second day. These sessions are 
designed to extend discussions on the 32 symposia topics, particularly to give visibility to a broa-
der audience, including early-career researchers. We expect 300 posters in total.

•	 Sponsor exhibitions will be held in the main hall to maximize interactions between the academic 
and social–economic sectors.

•	 During lunch breaks, informal exchanges between students, researchers, and company represen-
tatives will be encouraged through focused discussions, exhibitions in the main hall, and mento-
ring workshops.

•	 The last day will conclude with a closing ceremony, followed by the closing dinner.

In the evenings from October 4th to 7th, several activities will be offered, either for conference par-
ticipants and/or the residents of Metz and Nancy, including science café discussions, film screenings 
with discussions, public lectures, art exhibitions, and for local political stakeholders, a roundtable 
on forest resilience in the Grand Est region.



THEMATICS OF THE 32 SYMPOSIA

6

Friday, October 8th, will be dedicated to educational activities for school students (secondary and 
high schools) from Metz and Nancy.

In parallel with the FORESTT International Conference, the International Union of Forest Research 
Organizations (IUFRO) will also organize its 2027 IUFRO Board Meetings:

•	 October 2 – in Nancy (AgroParisTech): Pre-Board Meeting of the IUFRO Management Committee
•	 October 3 – in Nancy (AgroParisTech): Pre-Board Meeting of IUFRO Division Co-Coordinators and 

Task Force Coordinators
•	 October 4-5 – in Metz (Robert Schuman Congress Center): 66th IUFRO Board Meeting

•	 The conference will feature 32 symposia covering a broad range of topics, organized into six ma-
jor thematic areas. Spanning a diversity of forest types, from temperate to tropical ecosystems, 
these symposia will provide a comprehensive overview of current research, key challenges, and 
innovative approaches to understanding and conserving forest ecosystems.

•	 Seasonal functioning of forests and trees
•	 Ecophysiological mechanisms of drought-induced forest dieback
•	 Ecological dynamics of forest regeneration
•	 Evolutionary potential of forest populations under climate change
•	 Conservation and sustainable management of forest genetic resources for biodi-

versity, climate resilience and society
•	 Demo-genetic feedbacks in forest communities across trophic levels

FOREST ECOLOGICAL AND EVOLUTIONARY PROCESSES

•	 Multitrophic interactions in forest soils: How to bridge biodiversity and functions 
in a global change context?

•	 Tree-microbe interactions in forest health and disease
•	 Pine wilt desease : A multidisciplinary approach to an ongoing crisis

BIOTIC INTERACTIONS AND FOREST HEALTH
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•	 Satellite remote sensing and carbon footprint assessment
•	 Forest resilience through the lens of process-based models
•	 Landscape and complementarities of forest-related national and european : 

Research Infrastructures and networks
•	 Biomonitoring and co-existence between humans and wildlife at forest interface

MONTORING, MODELLING AND DATA INTEGRATION

FOREST MANAGEMENT, DISTURBANCES AND ADAPTATION

•	 Brindging fire science and forest resilience policy
•	 Shifting from single to multiple risk frameworks in social-ecological forest  

systems: Emerging scientific challenges 
•	 Forest diversification for resilience
•	 A trajectory toward more complex and more resilient planted forests
•	 Frontiers in tropical silviculture: Scientific advances for sustainable forest management
•	 Production meets restoration: New perspectives on multifunctional forest planning and mana-

gement

SOCIAL-ECOLOGICAL FOREST SYSTEMS, GOVERNANCE  
& BIOECONOMY

•	 Forest governance facing uncertainty and risk: Climate adaptation, biodiversity 
restoration and forest-risk commodity trade.

•	 Conflicts and social mobilization over forest management, planning and gover-
nance

•	 When farmers steward forests: Social-ecological perspectives on the state and 
trajectories of domesticated forests

•	 Social forestry in the tropics: Conditions, challenges and pathways for sustainable community-led 
forest management

•	 Forest Living Labs: From concept to practice
•	 International trade of wood
•	 Nature-based Solutions in forests: Opportunities and challenges
•	 The forest environment affecting human health
•	 Social-ecological resilience of the European forests from historical perspective
•	 Transition to a sustainable forest circular-bioeconomy

SCIENCE, POLICY AND EDUCATION

•	 Integrated approaches in pan-tropical forests considering biodiversity, carbon, 
wetlands and human presence

•	 Teaching and learning about the challenges facing social-ecological forest sys-
tems in interdisciplinary training modules

•	 Resilient forests (for Europe’s Future): Bridging research and political action
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Monday Oct. 4 Tuesday Oct. 5 Wednesday Oct. 6 Thursday Oct. 7

Evolutionary potential of forest 
populations under climate 

change

Conservation and sustainable 
management of forest genetic 
resources for biodiversity, cli-
mate resilience and society

Demo-genetic feedbacks in 
forest communities across 

trophic levels

Seasonal functioning of forests 
and trees

Tree-microbe interactions in 
forest health and disease

Ecophysiological mechanisms 
of drought-induced forest 

dieback

Ecological dynamics of forest 
regeneration

Forest resilience through the 
lens of process-based models

Pine wilt desease : A multi-
disciplinary approach to an 

ongoing crisis

Multitrophic interactions in 
forest soils: How to bridge 

biodiversity and functions in a 
global change context?

Landscape and complementa-
rities of forest-related national 

and european
Research Infrastructures and 

networks

Satellite remote sensing and 
carbon footprint assessment

Biomonitoring and co-existence 
between humans and wildlife at 

forest interface

Bridging fire science and forest 
resilience policy

Frontiers in tropical silvicul-
ture: Scientific advances for 
sustainable forest manage-

ment

Shifting from single to multiple 
risk frameworks in social-ecolo-
gical forest systems: Emerging 

scientific challenges

A trajectory toward more com-
plex and more resilient planted 

forests

Production meets restora-
tion: New perspectives on 

multifunctional forest plan-
ning and management

Forest diversification for 
resilience

Social-ecological resilience of 
the European forests from his-

torical perspective

Nature-based Solutions in 
forests: Opportunities and 

challenges

Forest governance facing uncer-
tainty and risk: Climate adap-
tation, biodiversity restoration 

and forest-risk commodity trade

Forest Living Labs: From 
concept to practice

The forest environment af-
fecting human health

When farmers steward forests: 
social-ecological perspectives 

on the state and trajectories of 
domesticated forests

Resilient forests (for Europe’s 
Future): Bridging research and 

political action

Conflicts and social mobili-
zation over forest manage-
ment, planning and gover-

nance

Teaching and learning about 
the challenges facing social-eco-
logical forest systems in interdis-

ciplinary training modules

Integrated approaches in 
pan-tropical forests considering 
biodiversity, carbon, wetlands 

and human presence

Social forestry in the tropics: 
Conditions, challenges, and 

pathways for sustainable 
community-led forest mana-

gement

66th IUFRO Board 
Meeting (Day 1)

66th IUFRO Board Meeting (Day 
2) International trade of wood Transition to a sustainable  

forest circular-bioeconomy

FOREST ECOLOGICAL &
EVOLUTIONARY PROCESSES

BIOTIC INTERACTIONS &
FOREST HEALTH

MONITORING, MODELLING
& DATA INTEGRATION

FOREST MANAGEMENT, 
DISTURBANCES & ADAPTATION

SOCIAL-ECOLOGICAL FOREST-
SYSTEMS, GOVERNANCE  

& BIOECONOMY

SCIENCE, POLICY 
& EDUCATION
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We will be excited to welcome keynote speakers who will explore forest resilience from multiple 
angles, including governance and policy, biodiversity, evolutionary and forest ecology, forest moni-
toring with AI and remote sensing and social-ecological challenges. Their talks will provide an inter-
disciplinary perspective on the challenges and solutions for forests in a rapidly changing world.

CONFIRMED KEYNOTE SPEAKERS :

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Daniela Kleinschmitt (Germany) - International Union of Forest Research Organi-
zations (IUFRO) President, Professor for Forest and Environmental Policy at the  
University of Freiburg

Richard Buggs (United Kingdom) - Professor of Evolutionary Genomics at Queen 
Mary University of London and Senior Research Leader (Plant Health and Adapta-
tion) at Royal Botanic Gardens Kew.

Tim Brodribb (Australia) - Researcher, evolutionary biologist, professor of plant phy-
siology at the University of Tasmania (UTAS)

Philippe Ciais (France) - Research director at Laboratoire des Sciences du Climat et 
de l’Environnement (LSCE), and and at the French Alternative Energies and Atomic 
Energy Commission (CEA)

Cécile Bibiane Ndjebet (Cameroun) - African Women’s Network For Community Fo-
rest Management  (REFACOF) President and Founder, agronomist and social forestry 
professional, with expertise in gender issues.

María Elena Fernández (Argentina) - Biologist (PhD in Biology), Principal Researcher 
at National Scientific and Technical Research Council (CONICET), specialized in the 
physiological ecology of natural, planted and urban forests and trees.
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CONFERENCES INTENDED  
FOR A BROAD AUDIENCE (IN FRENCH)

 
Forêts résilientes, sociétés résilientes : quelles trajectoires dans un monde en transformation ? 

Cet événement réunira des intervenantes et intervenants de premier plan issus de disciplines, de 
secteurs et d’horizons variés afin d’explorer les enjeux de résilience des socio-écosystèmes fores-
tiers face aux défis environnementaux, sociaux et économiques du XXIe siècle.

Chercheurs, gestionnaires, décideurs publics, acteurs de terrain et innovateurs partageront leurs 
analyses, leurs expériences et leurs visions au travers d’interventions courtes et stimulantes, conçues 
pour favoriser les échanges entre science, gestion et action publique.

En mettant en lumière les interactions complexes entre forêts, biodiversité, climat et sociétés hu-
maines, l’événement offrira un espace de réflexion collective sur les trajectoires des territoires fores-
tiers. Structuré autour du concept de résilience, il visera à faire émerger de nouvelles perspectives, 
à identifier des leviers d’action concrets et à encourager le développement de solutions innovantes 
pour des forêts plus durables, adaptatives et multifonctionnelles.

Afin d’élargir l’audience de ces échanges et d’en prolonger l’impact, l’ensemble des interventions 
sera enregistré et mis à disposition en ligne. Ces ressources contribueront à nourrir un débat plus 
large sur l’avenir des paysages forestiers et des communautés qui en dépendent, tout en favorisant 
le partage des connaissances au-delà de la conférence.

INTERVENANT(E)S CONFIRMÉ(E)S :

Daisy Copeaux - Forestry Engineer and Director of the Forest and Real 
Estate Assets of the Château de Chantilly.

Valérie Masson-Delmotte - Research Director at the CEA; member of the 
High Council on Climate and the National Consultative Ethics Committee 
for the Life Sciences and Health.

Francis Martin - Research Director Emeritus at INRAE, Professor at the Chi-
na Agriculture University, Microbiologist, Tree-microbe interactions.

Laurent Tillon - French biologist and forest engineer at the French Natio-
nal Forests Office (ONF).
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Stéphane Viéban - Chief Executive Officer of Alliance Forêts Bois.

Hervé Le Bouler - French forester, writer, consultant on forest–society re-
lations, and advisor to the Institut de France for the Chantilly estate.

Arnaud Sergent - Political science researcher at INRAE, co-director of 
the PEPR FORESTT.

Hervé Jactel - Agricultural engineer, Research Director at INRAE, specia-
list in forest entomology.

Bruno Moulia - Research Director at INRAE, specialist in plant biomecha-
nics, and Director of the UMR PIAF (Physique et Physiologie Intégratives 
de l’Arbre en environnement Fluctuant).

Antoine Kremer - Emeritus researcher in population genetics and evolu-
tionary biology of trees at INRAE and the University of Bordeaux.

Catherine Lenne - Lecturer-researcher at INRAE, Associate Professor at 
Université Clermont Auvergne (UCA), France. Director of the Maison 
pour la science en Auvergne (UCA).

Partie 1 : METZ le lundi 4 octobre 2027, 20h-22h

Partie 2 : NANCY le mardi 5 octobre 2027, 20h-22h

Bérangère Leys - Researcher at CNRS, Fire ecologist, Project Manager for 
the FEVER project (PEPR FORESTT), Associate editor of Journal Ecology,
Vice-chair of the European Pollen Database.
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METZ CONGRESS CENTER

Metz Congrès Robert Schuman is a modern and versatile conference centre located in the heart of 
Metz’s Amphithéâtre district, just a short walk from the train station and opposite the Centre Pom-
pidou-Metz, making it easily accessible for both national and international participants. Designed 
by renowned architects and opened in 2018, the venue combines contemporary architecture with 
high-quality event facilities.

The centre offers extensive modular spaces, including a large auditorium seating up to 1,200 people, 
16 breakout rooms, and spacious exhibition halls totalling thousands of square metres. These adap-
table spaces support plenary sessions, workshops, poster areas, and exhibition stands, allowing 
seamless organisation of diverse conference formats. 

With its strategic location near major transport links, proximity to the city centre and rich cultu-
ral attractions, Metz Congrès Robert Schuman provides both a functional and inspiring setting for 
scientific and professional events.

	 VENUE & ACCESS INFORMATION

Metz Congrès Robert Schuman is located at 100 Rue aux Arènes, 57000 Metz, France — in the Quar-
tier de l’Amphithéâtre, between the main train station and the Centre Pompidou-Metz, and just a 
short walk from the historic city centre.

	 On Foot

The congress centre is easily reached on foot from the Metz-Ville train station in under 5 minutes, 
making it very convenient for rail travellers. 

	 By Train

Metz has excellent rail connections:
•	 The TGV EST high-speed train links Paris Gare de l’Est to Metz in about 1 h 20 min.
•	 The centre is only a short walk from Metz, the city’s main railway station. 

	 By Road

Metz is served by major European motorways :
•	 A31 (Luxembourg – Nancy – Lyon)
•	 A4 (Paris – Reims – Strasbourg)
Typical drive times include Luxembourg to Metz in about 40 min and Brussels to Metz in roughly 
2 h 45 min. 

	 By Air

Several airports provide access to the region:
•	 Metz-Nancy-Lorraine Airport ~18 km away
•	 Luxembourg Airport ~69 km
•	 Saarbrücken Airport (Germany) ~79 km
•	 Paris-Charles de Gaulle Airport (accessible by TGV)
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Metz is a historic city located in north-eastern France, in the Grand Est region. It stands out for its 
rich architectural heritage, where Roman, medieval, and contemporary influences blend harmo-
niously.
The city is crossed by the Moselle and Seille rivers, giving it a distinctive charm with many peaceful 
waterfront areas, bridges, and green spaces.

Its most iconic landmark is the Saint-Étienne Cathedral, often called the “Lantern of God” due to the 
exceptional light created by its stained-glass windows, among the largest in Europe.
Metz is also a vibrant cultural city, notably thanks to the Centre Pompidou-Metz, which hosts major 
contemporary art exhibitions and contributes to the city’s artistic reputation.

Around Metz, the region offers gentle and varied landscapes, including forests, countryside, vi-
neyards, and charming traditional villages, creating a peaceful and authentic living environment.
Its geographical location, close to Luxembourg, Germany, and Belgium, makes it a dynamic Euro-
pean crossroads with strong international connections.

Blending history, nature, and culture, Metz offers a harmonious balance that appeals both to resi-
dents and visitors alike.

Crédit photo : © Inspire Metz

Cathédrale Saint-Étienne Jardin botanique Terrasses du centre-ville

Cloître des Récollets Porte des Allemands Temple Neuf

METZ AND ITS SURROUNDING AREA
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SPONSORING PACKAGES

Take advantage of the opportunity to showcase your organization at the main hall (Hall 2 – surface  
2 100 m2), where lunch, coffee breaks, and all four poster sessions will take place – ensuring maxi-
mum interaction with attendees.
 
Stand spaces are limited and will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis, so be sure to reserve 
yours early! 

An exhibitor technical manual, outlining all technical aspects, will be sent one month before the 
event. It will include :

•	 Technical details about the venue
•	 Final exhibition details and information (floor plan on the next page) 

Sponsoring packages (TTC)

Dwarf pine 
(Pinus 

pumila) 
1 500 €* 

Oak 
(Quercus 

robur) 
3 000 €*

Menara 
(Shorea 

faguetiana) 
5 000 €*

Free delegate registration 1 2

Exhibition space 6 m2 9 m2

Sponsor logo in the final program * * *

Sponsor logo during the opening 
session * * *

Sponsor logo + short presenta-
tion on the conference website * * *

Promotional insert in the final 
program *

* CPP (Comité des Parties Prenantes PEPR FORESTT) members: -50%
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REGISTER AS A SPONSOR

Sponsorship of the FORESTT International conference (Metz 2027)

To become an event partner as a sponsor, please complete the dedicated online sponsor registra-
tion form as soon as possible:

After receipt of this sponsor application form, UL Propuls’, the event service provider responsible 
for collecting registration fees, will issue the corresponding invoice on behalf of the organizers, ac-
cording to your selected option.

This form will close on 20 August 2027. As exhibition space is limited, it will be allocated on a first-co-
me, first-served basis. If you are interested in this opportunity, we therefore recommend registering 
as soon as possible.

The Terms & condition (T&Cs) and the Payment & Terms of use are available here : https://forestt.
ul-propuls-events.com/

Thank you for your support. We look forward to welcoming you to Metz in October 2027!

SPONSOR REGISTRATION

https://forestt.ul-propuls-events.com/
https://forestt.ul-propuls-events.com/
http://forestt.ul-propuls-events.com/accueil/597-sponsors.html



